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ITS AMERICA, AASHTO TAKE LEGAL ACTION TO RETAIN 5.9 GHz BAND FOR V2X 
TECHNOLOGIES 

 
WASHINGTON - The Intelligent Transportation Society of America (ITS America) and the 
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) today filed an 
appeal of the Federal Communications Commission’s (FCC) November 2020 order regarding 
unlicensed devices in the 5.9 GHz spectrum band. ITS America and AASHTO took this action to 
ensure Vehicle-to-Everything (V2X) technologies can continue to safely operate throughout the 
5.9 GHz band.  
 
The lawsuit, filed in the D.C. Circuit Court, seeks to reverse the Commission’s reallocation of 60 
percent of the 5.9 GHz band to unlicensed, non-transportation uses, and preserve the full 75 
MHz for transportation communications. 
 
“Safety has always been our top priority,” said Shailen Bhatt, President & CEO of ITS America. 
“We are taking this action because V2X technologies continue to be our best available tool to 
significantly reduce crashes and save lives on American roadways.”  
 
“Keeping people safe is the top priority for every state DOT,” said Jim Tymon, AASHTO 
executive director, “We believe the FCC ruling has undermined state DOTs’ ability to utilize the 
5.9GHz safety frequency as it was intended to be used.”   

 

Read the 5.9 GHz Notice of Appeal and 5.9 GHz Petition for Review. 
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About AASHTO 
The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials represent State Departments 

of Transportation in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. AASHTO is a nonprofit, 

  
About ITS America 

The Intelligent Transportation Society of America advances the research and deployment of intelligent 
transportation technologies to save lives, improve mobility, increase accessibility and equity, promote 

sustainability, and improve efficiency and productivity. Our vision is a better future transformed by 
intelligent mobility: safer, greener, smarter. For more information, please visit www.itsa.org 
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nonpartisan association serving as a catalyst for excellence in transportation. On Twitter: 
http://twitter.com/aashtospeaks. 


